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1. "The HEradek steel plalqﬁ is located abous 5 km esst of Rokyceny. Until 1948 1t was
a dranchk factory of the Bkoda Works in Pilsen., The following remarks are dated
January 1953 or earlier, ‘ |
Production | |

2. "The ]Trauction of the Eradek plant consists mainly of special stesl for artillexy
sholls. This steol is delivered to the CKD plaants in |Blansks and Vsetin in Moravia.
Iron rods (8-26 xm :.n: diemeter) are alec produced at sradek and +r1iangle-shaped
rods are rolled. The shavings (struskaj are sent %o “he iron works in Kraluv Dvur,
near Beroun,where the;y are used in Hartin blast furnaces.

S |
: |

3. "New producticn balls are under constrection at HEredek. Tbe old machinery and
equipment is being modernized. A number of wooden huts are under constzuction for
the accommodation of brigade workers. }

5. »jor the internal factory railway tbere are three loc‘omtifen. ¢nly cne is in
operation; the other|two are kopt in reserve in casc the first one breaks down.
Trains of the State Rallways a~Tive at the Nradek plant st Tegular intarvals each
aay, &% 9 am 2230 fm. and 9 pm They bring coal, firewosd, bullding meterials

(sand, cement, 1.1.;&),‘ msngancee, Pig iron, magnesise, dolomive, #£cI3p 1TOn and

{ngots. The finished products are alsc shipped avay by Tail.
‘ |

5e *The duilding of m‘ steel plant 1tzelf iz edout 100 m long, 30 m wide and 30 m
high. Thore are t:ro\ eraney inside, Oue iz used for transpo-ting finished ingots,
the other for lifting the 1iugote out of “he moulds ‘nd transpozting slag.

‘ \

6. "The plant has three! Martin furnsces, During the wirter of 1952-53 these were the
target of sabciage attempis. On several cceoeiona the amell ripe {ranalek) was
blocked durinz the nelting process, This necesgitated cooling the contents of the
furnaceand ro-trenting the ingots. Om tha gpecisl vesgels, comucnly called malda,
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ln vhich scrap iron is put i.n‘bo the furnaces, a special kind of |powder is t-»mpd which \ | g

is very harmful to the tiles inside the|mrnace., When this powder 1s left deliterately ;
on the malda 1t gets initec the ‘furnuec and ‘the tilzs begin %o du*n*.egmte This —

labot.em become guite conmon prectice, The furnaces have %o be removed from operse | s,

t:l.on three times a month for re\pe.ir;., 1 e

I |

T- 'fIn spring 1952 a huge heap of ‘eoalp a.bout 30 lrads l"u set afire Dby saboteur, 50X1 -HUM
and burned compietely. large hea.pa of co&l are piled up in the lopen in whe factory | h
yard, Since the 1952 ‘accident' they hive besn guarded day and lpight by srmed members
of the factory Militia. ‘ ‘ \

8.  "Attached to the Hradek plant are three |rolling millss \
(e) Rolling mill No 1 has a new "umce vith a capacity of 380 Mta;veigm.ng fron
I 40 tc 120 Lg. BRound and triwgle«m ‘aped rods ere also rolled there. In *he
finishing workshop (auprana) or this# rolling mil>: there are nev el electz-ic machines
(_M),pnrtly old and pa.nly new models. \

(b) The building of rolling No. 2 and 1ts finiahing vorlnlwp 1s about 200 w long,
1 30 m wide and 15 m high. The mchiﬂery there is even more cm-ruh.ioned. than <that
of Mo 1. The capacity of the| furrace is 350 ingots in tkree dnily shifta. The cranes

1 3 very old, \ | |

| |
(¢) In roliing mill No 3 thers sre two |cruw.. One operates in the finishing workshop. :
The other transports finished products to the freight|  |which ake She ingots %o 50X1-HUM

thentorelotrouinsn:uhlc\‘lmdlc 2. Inroumsmlllal 3 there are %vwo kilns
for heating ingote. There is a new kiln with & daily capacity cf 100 <s and an 0id
kiln with a capeaity cf 60 meotl. Bol.une mil? Mo 3 uses its own ingotw for the
prodnction of artillery .hem‘\ The msotc for rolling mille No| 1 anid 2 ave supplied
by the ; and K:l‘dno. 1 |
| | !

Qe "M: the Hradek plant & duilding 150 = x 20 m x 15 m houses tte mackine, carpentry and "
punt workshops. The mschina ihcp is eguipped wi+h wodsrn mchmcry. I% heaas severali i
‘crane~transporters’ operated by clectricity or ty kand. A:L. m.chinery m the plant,
mclua.tne tvhe cranes, are repaired in these workshops. 1 ; !

|
10, "‘l’h. gas genorators used for hiu.ma =he furnates ars housed 1.n twildings. These ‘
gonerators ware completed at tm epd of 195... They generate gos| for the three rolling i
mille, the s%teel plant and .ha\otoel tenpering workahop (zihsrna). Coal »heds are i
attached *o cach generator dbuilding. The shed u.“.s..ned W< %he ncv building ie abcut
50m long and 5 n deep. The walls are of cencrete. < haa A‘ crane with an 8 g capactity.
The coal shed attached to the vad buillding is m‘z.ler

I

n., "A building next to the steel plnt houa!en +he aa.minu*.rnuve: offices and releuch 1labo~
r;torieae ‘ ‘

12, "Thn factory's power plant 1is c;spable of| produsing atous, onewfifth of the plant'e zotal
electtici*y consumption, ‘ “ ‘ ‘

13. "8 parss are atored in a 9n-d 25 m 1ong and 10 m high. Om %he cppos s10e eide
reswmdly oppoeite the spare parts shad/ of ke industrial railwsy tracke there is
a store for mineral o1ls, m«pn,ha, pesrcel and other i1oflsmmabhle Tg.‘»ru.lu; ‘ i
; i !
1k, “The steal “empering workshor 14 locasd|in s m:-‘l_-;ézn tuldingh It consirks of eeven |
wodern furnaces Witk cranes. Tos finishing workebor attachad| {zpravma) has been sgquipped
wit.h wodarn mschines and cranss, i ‘ :
|
15, "Amm for the factory militia Are sterediin 2 "Jllilﬂg wvhi~k bas \‘bm»d windows, shuttexs i
mde of %in S5 wr thick, and dou'!ale dorre, The duilding 14 n'ﬂ‘* giarded., ‘ ' }
| | |
5. "I'he water pumping station (cex:gw:i stanice) has four pumpy 4nd & water tank varch was
inqtﬂled in 1952, This “ank 1# abcam 20 m high. Its capacs jk;v 1e 600 r,i‘:‘.'; metere,
TS 1
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17. "Almost all the buildings and sheds at the Hradek steel plant have rcofs made of +imber ;
covered with tsr paper. The exceptions are the canteen buildings and the officea of the
factory directorate. Yhese buildings have tile roafs. -
|

18, "Surrounding the whole Plant there is en ordinury fence topped with three rows of barbed "
':u'e.i At the main gate two armed guards are on permanemt duty.,

|
Free Ladbour v
T———— .

19. "The ébuixm of the plant council is (fnu) Bejcel. He was elected towardas the end of
1952.,% Xe was known as the best shockworksr and lathe~turner in the machine shop.

20. "The fahnt militia conaists of 30 reliable Commnists, among them one woman, whose first
name }s Vm.

21. "Work is organized in three daily shifta: 6 am to 2 pu, 2 ;m to 19 pu and 10 px %o 6 an
Lunchw;md supper are served inthe canteen. Only about one-tnird of the workers eat there
resul.q:ly. Almost all the men with families bring theixr lunch with them to save money.

|
22, “A great nuxber of the workers are former farmers from Rokycany and neighbouring villages
woose {fsm have Been ccnfiscated. About 104 of the worksrs are women,

235. "™The workers in the winter of 1952«53 were dissatisfied with working conditicns and with the
Political situation in general. Yot, they did not dare complain decause there were many
Communist informers emong them., Grunbling end insubordipation are punished dy transfer
to Dadly paid, more diffioult Jjobs, such as loading and unloading of waggons Or work at
construction sites arcund the plant, Ouly prisoners sare assigned usually to these Jobs,

|
2k, "The rate of absonteeisw is high. Ou the average about 20% of the labor force are ab-
sent each day. The nams of workers abscut from work without PIroper excuse axe pProxie
nently displayed oa the bulletin board. Another bulletin bosrd displays various work
pledges made in honor of Czechoslovak and Soviet communist leaders, A further dulletin
tuard,| pear the guard room lists the names of winners in social competiticns and their 50X1-HUM

rovards,
|

25.

The workers in theae two departwents are in wage group Mo 7, which means tliat
they earn between 24 ana 32 Ke per hour,

|
Sorced | Labcur
|
26. "HNeax 1“.he Hradek plant is a forced labour camp which belongs administratively to the
Bory Prison in Pilsen, About 100 priszoners work in the a<eel Plant in Hradek, They are

guarded by 15 members of the factory mi1litis under the command of (fnu) Suchy, a fervent
cm-t vho is very tough to the prizoners.

27. "The m&Juity of the prisoners are political. They are aszigned +o the hardest and
most unhealthy Jobs, jobs to vwhich free workers are tranzferred only o4 a punishment, for
enmplc‘::
Uﬁloﬁina of coal, lime, bricks, pipes, esc
Attording rolling mwchines in rolling mill Ne. 1
Looding slag
Ungkilled jobu in the finishing serkshops
Unskilled jobs at construction sites
J‘olbs in the store rooms for lime and cemen®, ekc,

It shou.m be noted that the majority of these prisoners »rc ir bad health with reduced
yhy-aic.-a‘:l‘. capacities,
i
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. 28. "'J'hc reason vhy priconm are .assigned to such heavy Joba is tha.t this kind of work 1is
st not all mochanized. Almost everything bas to be done Ly hand. The priscuers are ‘

Pl o orsanned in working teams of four. A sagple dadily norm for such a team coneists of | -
unloading eight freight [ | each containing 20 tons of coal. This is a tough job | X
even when the huge aoal sheds are eupty. When they are| not empty and must be clearea 50X1-HUM
at th- samz t:tne, the tn:l.finnent of the norm is ‘beyond‘ h\mn cqpcbmty. : ‘-

a9. "Tho prisoners usisned to unload lime a.nd. other comuive mteria.u axe issued no
protective masks, not even goggles. Parts of their body where they perspire are
constantly muted and turned irto open wounds. The working conditions of prisoners |
assigned to the rolling mill Bp. 1 are little better, owing to lack of mechanizetion
and of protcctin tacintiel. Prisoners n-equently collapse beeaue they canpot bear
thc :l.nmse hea.t. ;
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